
EORTC QoL Group

-- 25 Years --

„The History“
__________________

Paris, 5th May 2006 

Henning Flechtner, Cologne - Germany



1985 in Regensburg

A first glance ....



7th EORTC Quality of Life Workshop, 10-12 Oct 1985

Regensburg, Germany (Friedrich von Bültzingslöwen)

Meeting structure (2 1/2 days): sub groups, plenary





Surgical ideas on QoL (Troidl)





But how and when did it all start?



1st Meeting, 1979 in Brussels
Satellite meeting at NCI-EORTC Cancer Drug 
Symposium, Institute Jules Bordet,
(Maurice Staquet, Secr. Gen. EORTC)
Jan Bernheim, Frits van Dam, Robert Zittoun et al.
(15 participants - mostly physicians)

2nd Meeting, 1980, Marseille, France

EORTC Quality of Life Study Group
Chairman: Jan Bernheim Secr.: Frits van Dam
________________________________________________

1st EORTC Quality of Life Workshop, 22 Mai 1981, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands (Frits van Dam)







2nd EORTC Quality of Life Workshop, 13.-14. November 1981,
Copenhagen, Denmark (Joern Beckman)

3rd EORTC Quality of Life Workshop, 1982
Paris Hotel Dieu, France (Robert Zittoun)

4th EORTC Quality of Life Workshop, 1983
Birmingham, UK (Priestman, McGuire)

Chairman: Robert Zittoun Secr.: Joern Beckman

5th EORTC Quality of Life Workshop, 1983/84
Milano, Italy (???)

6th EORTC Quality of Life Workshop, October 1984
Zürich, Switzerland (Chrisoph Hürny)

Jimmie Holland & Jan Stjernsward "Scientific Masturbation"



7th EORTC Quality of Life Workshop, 10-12 October 1985
Regensburg, Germany (Friedrich von Bültzingslöwen)

Meeting structure (2 1/2 days): sub groups, plenary

Membership Fees (200.- DK)

Initiative for ESPO (Zittoun/Beckman)

Surgical ideas on QoL (Troidl)



8th Workshop, 9-11 October 1986, Gothenberg, Sweden
Predominance of Assessment – Appointment of National Coordinators
1st Field Study ”EORTC Protocol 15861”
Chairman: Sam Ahmedzai Secr.: Gerjanne Bos
1st EORTC Quality of Life Newsletter, December 1986 (3 issues)

------------------------------------------
Interim meeting, 9-10 April 1987, Paris

9th Annual Meeting, 10-13 September 1987, Seamill Hydro, Scotland
1st ESPO Meeting at ECCO Conference, 1987, Madrid
President: Robert Zittoun Vice Pres.: Joern Beckman
EORTC Monograph on Quality of Life, Raven Press, New York
(Eds. N. Aaronson & J. Beckmann), Feb 1987

------------------------------------------
Interim meeting, 21-22 April 1988, Paris
Report on Protocol 15861 (Lung Cancer):
Development of a core quality of life questionnaire
for use in cancer clinical trials
Accrual (15.4.88): 373 patients, 21 institutions, 15 countries



10th Annual Meeting, 20-21 October 1988, Leiden, The Netherlands

Boat Tour to Gerjanne Bos’ House



Interim meeting, 28-29 April 1989, Paris
11th Annual Meeting, 2-4 November 1989, Munich, Germany

Project Groups: Core Questionnaire (Aaronson)
Bone Marrow Transplantation (Zittoun)
Training Program Psychosocial Skills (Delvaux)

------------------------------------------
26-27 April 1990, Paris

12th Annual Meeting, 16-17 November 1990, Paris
Project Groups: Core Questionnaire (Aaronson)

Module Development (Cull)
Liaison proposal: 2 per. /EORTC Group

------------------------------------------
26-27 April 1991, Paris

13th Annual Meeting, 22-23 November 1991, Leicester
Project Group: QoL Children (Watson/Flechtner)
Chairman: Stein Kaasa Secr.: Ann Cull

Start Liaison Committee



Aaronson N.K., Ahmedzai S., Bullinger M., Crabeels D., Estapè J.,
Filiberti A., Flechtner H., Frick U., Hürny Ch., Kaasa S., Klee M.,
Mastilica M., Osoba D., Pfausler B., Razavi D., Rofe P.B.C.,
Schraub S., Sullivan M., Takeda F. for the EORTC Study Group on
Quality of Life. The EORTC Core Quality-of-Life Questionnaire:
Interim Results of an International Field Study in:
Osoba, D. (Hrsg.): Effect of Cancer on Quality of Life, 185-203.
Boca Raton, Boston, Ann Arbor & London, CRC Press, Inc., 1991

------------------------------------------
23-25 April 1992, Paris
Guidelines for Module Development (Sprangers, Cull)

14th Annual Meeting, 26-28 November 1992, Brussels
Distribution Policy for QLQ C30 (academic users, industry)
List of National Coordinators
First Manual for QLQ C30 (scoring algorithm)
Module development (Breast, H&N, Colorectal, Prostate) - Reviews

Publication 2nd Field Study
(rejected by JCO: not appropriate for readers – submitted JNCI)



Aaronson N.K., Ahmedzai S., Bergman B., Bullinger M., Cull A., Duez N.J.,
Filiberti A., Flechtner H., Fleishman S.B., de Haes J.C.J.M., Kaasa S., Klee M.,
Osoba D., Razavi D., Rofe P., Schraub S., Sneeuw K., Sullivan M., Takeda F.
for the European Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer Study
Group on Quality of Life. The European Organisation for Research and
Treatment of Cancer QLQ-C30: A Quality-of-Life Instrument for Use in
International Clinical Trials in Oncology.
J Natl Cancer I, 85(5), 365-376, 1993

------------------------------------------
22-24 April 1993, Paris
Liaison proposal: mutual liaison officers

15th Annual Meeting, 25-27 November 1993, Edinburgh
Translation procedures
New Project Groups: Palliative Care

------------------------------------------
21-23 April 1994, Brussels

16th Annual Meeting, 24-26 November 1994, Trondheim
Quality of Life Unit Data Center (Gwendoline Kiebert appointed)
Exec Com: Chair/Secr., Aaronson, Ahmedzai, Sullivan, de Haes,

Osoba corresponding member NCIC

(last time at Hotel Dieu)



27-28 April 1995, Warsaw, Poland
Project Groups: Statisticians (Machin), Liaison (de Haes)

Palliative Care (Ahmedzai)
Module Development (Sprangers)

17th Annual Meeting, 25-26 November 1995, Copenhagen
------------------------------------------

25-27 April 1996, Pamplona, Spain
Scoring Manual, EORTC QLQ C30 Atlas of Norms

18th Annual Meeting, 21-23 November 1996, Brussels, Belgium
Chair: Ann Cull Secr.: Mogens Groenvold

------------------------------------------
24-26 April 1997, Besancon, France

19th Annual Meeting, 20-22 November 1997, Istanbul, Turkey
------------------------------------------

23-25 April 1998, London
EORTC Pain & Symptom Control Group (Ahmedzai)
Quality of Life Unit (Andrew Bottomley appointed)

20th Annual Meeting, 15-17 October 1998, Brussels, Belgium
Formal Reports & Minutes



22-24 April 1999, Paris, France
21st Annual Meeting, 25-27 November 1999, London

Chair: Peter Fayers Secr.: Teresa Young

------------------------------------------

4-6 May 2000, Oslo, Norway
22nd Annual Meeting, 16-18 November 2000, Edinburgh, UK

Revision Liaison Function - Joint Scientific Committee
Central Liaison Support at DC

------------------------------------------

26-28 April 2001, Ulm, Germany
23rd Annual Meeting, 22-24 November 2001, Brussels, Belgium

2nd Edition EORTC Quality of Life Newsletter, November 2001
------------------------------------------

25-26 April 2002, Paris, France
24th Annual Meeting, 21-22 November 2002, London, UK



1-3 May 2003, Graz, Austria
Translation Committee

25th Annual Meeting, 20-21 November 2003, Rome, Italy
Dissolution JSC (Liaison Committee)
Chair: Jane Blazeby Secr.: Teresa Young

------------------------------------------

23-24 April 2004, EGAM Meeting, Brussels, Belgium
26th Annual Meeting, 18-20 November 2004, Freiburg, Germany

------------------------------------------
16-18 March 2005, EGAM II Meeting, Brussels, Belgium

27th Annual Meeting, 24-26 November 2005, Copenhagen, Denmark
Chair: Neil Aaonson Secr.: Joy Ardill/Lucca Incrocci

25th Anniversary Meeting, 5th May 2006, Paris, France
!!49th Meeting!!



What is then the correct history?



1st EORTC QoL Workshop, 22 Mai 1981, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
2nd EORTC QoL Workshop, 13.-14. Nov 1981, Copenhagen, Denmark
3rd EORTC QoL Workshop, 1982, Paris Hotel Dieu, France
4th EORTC QoL Workshop, 1983, Birmingham, UK
5th EORTC QoL Workshop, 1983/84, Milano, Italy
6th EORTC QoL Workshop, October 1984, Zürich, Switzerland
7th EORTC QoL Workshop, 10-12 Oct 1985, Regensburg, Germany
8th EORTC QoL Workshop, 9-11 October 1986, Gothenberg, Sweden

9th Annual Meeting, 10-13 September 1987, Seamill Hydro, Scotland

10th Annual Meeting, 20-21 October 1988, Leiden, The Netherlands

11th Annual Meeting, 2-4 November 1989, Munich, Germany

Interim meeting, 9-10 April 1987, Paris

Interim meeting, 21-22 April 1988, Paris

Interim meeting, 28-29 April 1989, Paris

1st Meeting, 1979, Brussels
2nd Meeting, 1980, Marseille, France



What is then the correct history?

My proposal…..



1st Annual Meeting, 22 Mai 1981, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Interim Workshop, 13.-14. November 1981, Copenhagen, Denmark

2nd Annual Meeting, 1982, Paris Hotel Dieu, France
3rd Annual Meeting, 1983, Birmingham, UK

Interim Workshop, 1983/84, Milano, Italy
4th Annual Meeting, October 1984, Zürich, Switzerland
5th Annual Meeting, 10-12 October 1985, Regensburg, Germany
6th Annual Meeting, 9-11 October 1986, Gothenberg, Sweden

7th Annual Meeting, 10-13 September 1987, Seamill Hydro, Scotland

8th Annual Meeting, 20-21 October 1988, Leiden, The Netherlands

9th Annual Meeting, 2-4 November 1989, Munich, Germany

Interim meeting, 9-10 April 1987, Paris

Interim meeting, 21-22 April 1988, Paris

Interim meeting, 28-29 April 1989, Paris

1st Meeting, 1979, Brussels – pre EORTC
2nd Meeting, 1980, Marseille, France – pre EORTC



26-27 April 1990, Paris
10th Annual Meeting, 16-17 November 1990, Paris

26-27 April 1991, Paris
11th Annual Meeting, 22-23 November 1991, Leicester

23-25 April 1992, Paris
12th Annual Meeting, 26-28 November 1992, Brussels

22-24 April 1993, Paris
13th Annual Meeting, 25-27 November 1993, Edinburgh

21-23 April 1994, Brussels
14th Annual Meeting, 24-26 November 1994, Trondheim

27-28 April 1995, Warsaw, Poland
15th Annual Meeting, 25-26 November 1995, Copenhagen

25-27 April 1996, Pamplona, Spain
16th Annual Meeting, 21-23 November 1996, Brussels, Belgium

24-26 April 1997, Besancon, France
17th Annual Meeting, 20-22 November 1997, Istanbul, Turkey



23-25 April 1998, London
18th Annual Meeting, 15-17 October 1998, Brussels, Belgium

22-24 April 1999, Paris, France
19th Annual Meeting, 25-27 November 1999, London

4-6 May 2000, Oslo, Norway
20th Annual Meeting, 16-18 November 2000, Edinburgh, UK

26-28 April 2001, Ulm, Germany
21st Annual Meeting, 22-24 November 2001, Brussels, Belgium

25-26 April 2002, Paris, France
22nd Annual Meeting, 21-22 November 2002, London, UK

1-3 May 2003, Graz, Austria
23rd Annual Meeting, 20-21 November 2003, Rome, Italy

23-24 April 2004, EGAM I Meeting, Brussels, Belgium
24th Annual Meeting, 18-20 November 2004, Freiburg, Germany

16-18 March 2005, EGAM II Meeting, Brussels, Belgium
25th Annual Meeting, 24-26 November 2005, Copenhagen, Denmark



EORTC Quality of Life Group

25th Anniversaries

1979 – 2004

1981 – 2006
Anniversary Meeting – 25 years QLG (1981-2006)

5th May 2006, Paris, France


