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Recent changes at the EORTC Data CenterRecent changes at the EORTC Data Center
� Increase in new trials, often with companies for 

registration, but also many phase I and II trials

� Major increase in workload for conducting trials due to 
above (e.g. Fully monitored, high admin standards, etc)

� EORTC is now in a secure financial situation following a 
challanging few years

� New EORTC Director in post 1 November: Dr Podoor

� Increased staff levels: At full capacity - again in the 
Brussels Data Center (but other disciplines: Legal staff, 
accountants, QA staff). 

� All good news ! 



EORTC Quality of life Unit: Key TasksEORTC Quality of life Unit: Key Tasks

� To supervise the design, conduct and evaluation of 
QOL in selected cancer clinical trials

� To encourage physicians to pay greater attention to 
QOL: enhancing and co-ordinating the evaluation of 
QOL in cancer clinical trials

� To collaborate with the QLG on joint scientific
initiatives to develop tools (direct and indirect)

� Work to manage all translation programmes, all 
academic users and all pharmaceutical contracts for 
the QLG
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Structure of the Quality of Life Unit in 2006Structure of the Quality of Life Unit in 2006
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QLQQLQ--C30C30--module administrationmodule administration

Increasing demand:Increasing demand:

In 2005 (12 Months): 1200 academic new users/downloadsIn 2005 (12 Months): 1200 academic new users/downloads

From Jan 2006 (11 Months): 1500 academic new From Jan 2006 (11 Months): 1500 academic new 
users/downloadsusers/downloads

EE--mail enquiries per month 800 !!!!!mail enquiries per month 800 !!!!!



Contracts with pharmaceutical companies and Contracts with pharmaceutical companies and CROsCROs
(for using the QLQ(for using the QLQ--C30)C30)

�� 5050 Contracts in 2005Contracts in 2005

�� 6666 Contracts to date in 2006Contracts to date in 2006

Major effort spent in chasing late payersMajor effort spent in chasing late payers



Production and distribution of QLG manuals, etc.Production and distribution of QLG manuals, etc.

�� Newsletters = Content from the editor (Martin) and QLG Newsletters = Content from the editor (Martin) and QLG 
members, chase authors, get it printed and distributed ! What tomembers, chase authors, get it printed and distributed ! What to
contribute? contribute? 

Deadline 15 January. Contact Martin ! Deadline 15 January. Contact Martin ! 

�� QOL CDs =ASCO, ESO, visitors, industry. Pressed 1000 in QOL CDs =ASCO, ESO, visitors, industry. Pressed 1000 in 
AprilApril

�� Blue books, to all major users and conferences, but many now Blue books, to all major users and conferences, but many now 
need to update and some pending nowneed to update and some pending now



Managing a translation programme in the QLUManaging a translation programme in the QLU

�� 8080 translations done in 2005 translations done in 2005 

�� 100100 done and ongoing in 2006 (so far)done and ongoing in 2006 (so far)

�� Major work and initiatives expected in 2007 to Major work and initiatives expected in 2007 to 
improve quality (see the translation committee)improve quality (see the translation committee)



Web siteWeb site

�� Developing and maintaining web site updated every 7 daysDeveloping and maintaining web site updated every 7 days

�� Average hits in Average hits in 2005= 600 per month   2005= 600 per month   

�� Average hits in Average hits in 2006= 900 per month2006= 900 per month

�� Exploring revising the web site with graphic designersExploring revising the web site with graphic designers

�� Feel free to review and send comments to : Ken (Feel free to review and send comments to : Ken (kco@eortc.bekco@eortc.be))
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Developing and managing the Item Bank Developing and managing the Item Bank 

�� Version 1: completed in 2001 (see blue book, 2002)Version 1: completed in 2001 (see blue book, 2002)

�� Became dated, old software, old data, etc.Became dated, old software, old data, etc.

�� Version 2: 2006 / 2007 (Testing)Version 2: 2006 / 2007 (Testing)
by a Brussels IT companyby a Brussels IT company

�� Testing and demo shown by Teresa at this meeting!Testing and demo shown by Teresa at this meeting!

�� Data entry (1000s of items) to follow in 2007Data entry (1000s of items) to follow in 2007

�� Onsite management update by Translation Onsite management update by Translation 
Coordinator in the QLU (Linda)Coordinator in the QLU (Linda)



QLU scientific functions : New studies, analysis QLU scientific functions : New studies, analysis 
and preparation of trials and projectsand preparation of trials and projects
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* New StudiesNew Studies = Five new RCT’s with QOL per year (including                      
registration/fully sponsored). In 2x Lung, 2x Breast, 1 Brain

* Existing studies* Existing studies =  Under pre-analysis/report preparation and discussion              
in 2006
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SummarySummary

� QLU still major administrative support for the QLG 

including translations/contracts/modules/Item Bank

� QLU scientific focus is on managing clinical trial 

design, implementation

� Hopefully future scientific projects are also 

anticipated between the QLG and the QLU


