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EORTC

EORTC HeadquartersEORTC Headquarters

� Recent internal re-organization (ongoing)

� Major changes in management and structure

� Fundamentally changing to adapt to the current CT 
environment, which include increase quality standar ds 
and participation with industry for clinical trials

� EORTC will continue to evolve over the coming year



EORTC Quality of life Department: Key TasksEORTC Quality of life Department: Key Tasks

� To supervise the design, conduct and evaluation of 
QOL in selected cancer clinical trials

� Develop scientific research to help implement QOL 
in EORTC trials

� To collaborate with the QLG on joint scientific
initiatives to develop tools (direct and indirect)

WITH THE QLG KEY TASKS ARE:

� Manage the translation programmes , academic 
users and all pharmaceutical contracts



Structure of the Quality of Life DepartmentStructure of the Quality of Life Department
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EORTC

Scientific activities funded by EORTC Scientific activities funded by EORTC 
HeadquartersHeadquarters

� Fundamentally now with clinical trials 
groups in EORTC on trial results

� Prognostic factor analysis

� Other methodological analysis and QOL 
research but of limited focus on module 
development prospective studies 



QLD scientific functions: New studies, analysis QLD scientific functions: New studies, analysis 
and preparation of trials and projectsand preparation of trials and projects
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* New StudiesNew Studies = Six newRCT’s with QOL in 2007 (including 2                    
registration/fully sponsored). 

* Existing studies* Existing studies=  Under pre-analysis/report preparation and discussion                      
in 2007
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EORTC

Collaboration with the QLGCollaboration with the QLG

� Translations

� Administrative and financial management

� Management of requests of academia

� Website requests and central coordination

� Collaboration on modules and items bank

� Ad hoc analysis of modules (BN 20)

� Ad hoc support on some module development

� Support for newsletter and other admin tasks 



Recent QLQ Validation analyses coordinated Recent QLQ Validation analyses coordinated 
from the QLDfrom the QLD

� PR25 – Draft paper with Neil Aaronson and 
George van Andel

� BN20 – Draft analysis lead by Martin Taphoorn
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Contracts with pharmaceutical companies and Contracts with pharmaceutical companies and 
CROsCROs (for using the QLQ(for using the QLQ--C30)C30)

New fees implemented in New fees implemented in 
April 2007April 2007
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QLQ Translations EvolutionQLQ Translations Evolution
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Translation programmeTranslation programme

�� 8080 translations undertaken in 2005 translations undertaken in 2005 

�� 150150translation projects undertaken in 2007 translation projects undertaken in 2007 –– The The 
concern is to keep the workload manageable given concern is to keep the workload manageable given 
that there are currently more than that there are currently more than 480 480 validatedvalidated
translations translations andand 180 translations in 180 translations in progressprogressor or readyready
to to bebe pilot pilot testedtested

�� Major initiatives began in 2007 to improve quality and Major initiatives began in 2007 to improve quality and 
standardisation (see the translation committee standardisation (see the translation committee ––
report)report)



Production and distribution of QLG manuals, etc.Production and distribution of QLG manuals, etc.

�� Annual Annual NewlettersNewletters, Dr. Martin Taphoorn is the Editor.  Local product ion , Dr. Martin Taphoorn is the Editor.  Local product ion 
is done by Sarah Williams, Sheila Sanderson Andrew Bottomley witis done by Sarah Williams, Sheila Sanderson Andrew Bottomley with Brief h Brief 
Ink publishers in BrusselsInk publishers in Brussels

�� QOL CDs still being distributed at various meetings (QOL CDs still being distributed at various meetings (egeg: ASCO, ECCO, : ASCO, ECCO, 
etc)etc)

�� Blue books/guidance manuals: All now pending updating, printing Blue books/guidance manuals: All now pending updating, printing and and 
distributiondistribution
Translation Manual update near to completion and ready for circuTranslation Manual update near to completion and ready for circulation to lation to 
coco--authorsauthors



BeforeBefore……WebsiteWebsite



…… AfterAfter



Item Bank Version 2Item Bank Version 2
�� New version developed and tested in autumn 2006 New version developed and tested in autumn 2006 

�� Data entry ongoing outsourced since agreement with QLG Data entry ongoing outsourced since agreement with QLG --March 2007March 2007

�� 11stst phase completed: all core (65) QLQphase completed: all core (65) QLQ--C30  translations incorporatedC30  translations incorporated

�� 22ndnd step: (216) translations of the 10 validated modules step: (216) translations of the 10 validated modules 

Delay on Delay on EMakinaEMakina ’’ side due to reformatting in Indian languages side due to reformatting in Indian languages 
(Tamil, (Tamil, SinhalaSinhala) and some ) and some translations of BR23 and HN35

�� 33rdrd step: remaining translations to be imported: all translations ostep: remaining translations to be imported: all translations of 20 f 20 
modules under development modules under development -- postponed because of delay in 2postponed because of delay in 2ndnd stepstep

�� Managed by Dr. Linda Dewolf at the QL Department and oversight bManaged by Dr. Linda Dewolf at the QL Department and oversight by y 
Teresa Young as QLG representativeTeresa Young as QLG representative



SummarySummary

� QL Department still faces the same marked increase in the 

projects/administrative tasks with the QLG as repor ted in 

March

� Major challenge presently is to manage this workloa d and 

maintain the quality.  This is under review

� QL Department scientific focus is on managing clini cal trial 

design, implementation which is also becoming more 

labour intense and with quicker response times expe cted

� New ideas for collaboration are always welcome! 


