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Melanoma incidence rates

ÅMelanoma incidence higher in Australia and NZ
compared with other countries across the globe
ÅContributed 6.4% of new cases to the global total

of 160,000 (2002 data)
ÅContributed 3.2% of deaths to the estimated
41,000 deaths from melanoma (2002 data)
ÅRecent incidence trends increasing for both sexes
ÅThis, despite the attention given to melanoma in 

Australia and NZ



Melanoma facts 

ÅMelanoma is the most common cancer in
persons aged 15-24.
ÅSix out of 10 melanomas occur in people aged 55+
ÅTwo Australians aged 55+ die each day from

melanoma
ÅRisk factors also include, e.g. number of moles, fair
skin, exposure to UV, family history, previous melanoma
ÅMore than 5 sunburns in a lifetime can double your risk



Melanoma Institute Australia

ÅLargest melanoma treatment centre in Australia
Å1200 new patients a year
ÅOver 10,000 follow ups recorded every year
ÅMultidisciplinary team of clinicians (core team 10+)
ÅClinical trials team, clinical data managers
ÅResearch analysts and biostatistician 
ÅPurpose built new Institute, made possible through

a $40m philanthropic donation
ÅCompletion December 2009  
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